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Reply: More details on microbiome
profile and IVF, would allow
readers to judge for themselves

Sir,

We thank Gruteke et al. (2021) for their suggestions and requests
regarding our recent publication (Koedooder et al., 2019a). We would
like to elaborate on our study and on the points raised.

Concerning their first suggestion, to provide a supplementary table
listing presence of the four risk elements and outcome in all the 34
individuals classified as ‘unfavourable microbiome profile’, we would
like to respond that due to patent developments this additional infor-
mation cannot yet be made public. This has already been made known
to Dr Gruteke in an earlier conversation before we received this letter
to the editor.

Regarding their second request to clarify the role of the different
Gardnerella subtypes, we can answer that the Gardnerella with IS-pro
(or IS) type | seemed to play an important role and was found in 17
of the 34 women with an unfavourable profile.

Their final issue concerning the presence of Atopobium vaginae,
which is part of the bacterial vaginosis qPCR, but not part of the
unfavourable profile of the ReceptlVFity test. In our study, we found
that the presence of A. vaginae was not an independent predictor of
pregnancy outcome. Instead, it was co-correlated with the presence of
other species. To maximize generalizability of the predictive algorithm,
we included only the most predictive species and left out co-correlat-
ing species that did not add to predictive accuracy.

Finally, we would like to conclude with the opinion that the results
of different analysis methods (e.g. gPCR and IS-pro) are difficult to
compare head on. More information about this can be read in our re-
view (Koedooder et al., 2019b) and our latest paper concerning this is-
sue (to be published BMC Microbiology April 2021).
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